2007 NOTES

This article was originally published in
2003 as Chapter 12 of Learning Web
Design, 2nd edition.

Since the time of its publication, frames
have become all but extinct, particularly
Fra m es for professiona web sites. Although this
article provides a good background on
how frames work, it should not be taken
an endorsement of this antiquated
approach to web design. In general,

frames should be avoided, although
exceptions do exist.

Have you ever seen a web page with content that scrolls while the navigation In this chapter
toolbar or an ad stays in the same place? Pages like these are created using a
web design feature called frames. Frames divide the browser window into
mini-windows, each displaying a different HTML document (Figure 1).

The primary advantage of frames is the ability to have one portion of the
window always visible while others scroll through longer content. Frames
open up navigational possibilities, and they can be used to unify information
from several sites onto one page.

However, frames have been controversial since their introduction in Netscape
Navigator 20. They cause as many navigational problems as they solve,
because some users find it difficult to click through them. It is also difficult
for content in frames to be bookmarked or found by search engines. And
because each framed page is comprised of several HTML documents, this
means more work for developers and a heavier load for the server.
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Figure 1. Frames divide the browser into separate windows, each displaying its own web page.The windows can
scroll independently.




How Frames Work

As a result of their
numerous disadvantages,
frames have become an
unspoken “no-no" for
big commercial sites.

As a result of their numerous disadvantages, frames have become an unspo-
ken “no-no” for big commercial sites. Don't be surprised if your client declares
“no frames” at the very first meeting. But like most things, frames
are neither all good nor all bad, so feel free to play around with them and
decide for yourself. If you do use frames, make sure that you think the navi-
gation and site structure through and don' let the frame structure get too
complicated.

How Frames Work

When you view a framed page in a browser, you are actually looking at sev-
eral HTML documents at once (Figure 2). The key to making the page dis-
play in frames is the frameset document, which is an HTML document
containing instructions for how each frame is drawn and which HTML
document is displayed in each frame.
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Figure 2. This framed document is actually displaying two separate external documents at the same time.




How Frames Work

The primary function of the frameset document is to set up a structure for
the page. Let’s take a peek at the HTML source for our example framed page
(Figure 3).

<html>
<head>
<title>lLittlechair Index</title>
</head>

@ <frameset cols="175,*">
9_

<frame src="doc_list.html">
<frame src="faq.html">

</frameset>

©—t <noframes>
You need a frames-enabled browser to view this page.
</noframes>

</html>

Figure 3. Thisis the HTML source for the frameset document index.html in our example.

@ <frameset>
We'll talk about creating frameset documents in more detail in the next
section, but for now I want to highlight a few points of interest. First, There is actually a separate Frameset DTD
notice that the frameset document uses the <head> structural element, for th? frameset document that. should be
but it does not have a <body>. It uses the <frameset> structural element lsted in the DOCYTPE declaration. See

. . Chapter 10 of Learning Web Design, 3e for
instead. This sets framesets apart from all other web pages. more information on DTDs and DOCTYPE

NOTE (2007)

declarations.

The cols attribute in the frameset tag divides the window into two
frame columns, one 175 pixels wide and the second filling whatever
space is remaining (indicated by the asterisk).

@ <frame>
Within the <frameset> container element, we see a <frame> element for
each frame on the page. The primary job of the <frame> element is to
specify which HTML document to display; however, you can control
other features of a frame, as we'll see later in this chapter.

® <noframes>
Finally, there’s some minimal content within the <noframes> element.
This is what will display if the frames do not work (for instance, if the
user is using an ancient browser). It is similar to the alternative text pro-
vided in image elements. We'll talk more about “noframes” content at
the end of this chapter.

When the browser sees that this is a frameset document, it draws out the
frames as instructed in the document and then pulls the separate HTML
documents into the page.




Setting Up a Frameset Document

Setting Up a Frameset Document

I'm going to create a framed interface for a recipe site. In this section, I'll walk

you step by step through the process of writing the HTML for framed docu-
ments.

As with any HTML document, the first step is to create the document struc-
ture. Let’s do that for our new framed document; remember that it will use
the <frameset> element instead of <body> (Figure 4).

<html>
o o <head>
The F"“Shed PrOdUCt <title>From Jen's Cookbook</title>
The frame demonstration in this </head>
section walks you through the Framesets Frameset documents
creation of this three-framed “Jen's use a <frameset>
Kitchen" page, shown here. tag instead of <body>.
5 = - </frameset>
</html>
Tapenade (Olive Spread)
This is a really simple dish to prepare and it's always a huge hit at parties.
Sl

Figure 4. 1begin by adding basic structural tags to a new document using the <frameset> element.

nsotio
fish in black bean

linguini with
Clam sance

tves. Puloe the motor a few times until incoporated,
texture

Now we can decide how many rows and/or columns we want the page to

have and what size each should be. These settings are all made within the
<frameset> element.

(S LY 2 I—

Exercise 1: Setting Up a Framed Page

All of the HTML and graphics files that appear in the figures throughout this
chapter are provided on the CD and online at www.learningwebdesign.com/
materials. Copy the directory chap72 to your hard drive to begin.

The step-by-step nature of the chapter will make it easy to follow along. Look
for the “Try It" sidebars at critical points in the frameset development.

STEP 1: Open a new document in an HTML editor or Notepad. Type the
structure of the frameset as shown in Figure 4. Name the document frameset.
html and make sure that you save it in the chap72 directory with the other
kﬁles to ensure the pathnames are correct.

S




If you want to divide the page into vertical frames (columns), use the cols
attribute and specify the width measurement for each column, separated by
commas (Figure 5, left). The number of measurements you provide specifies
the number of vertical frames you'll create. Similarly; if you want to create
horizontal frames (rows), use the rows attribute, followed by the height mea-
surement for each row (Figure 5, right).

When it comes to specifying the measurements, you have some options, as
the next section explains.

0 =——— & simple frames ———FH8 0O =——— & simple frames ———FHI8
1 2 3 1
2
([ Local machine zone % ([ Local machine zone %
<frameset cols="25%,50%,25%"> <frameset rows="*,*">
The cols attribute creates vertical frames. The rows attribute creates horizontal
There are three frames because | provided frames.Two measurement values after the
three measurements after the attribute. attribute create two rows.

Figure 5. (Creating framesets using the rows and cols attributes.

N 11 |

Gridlock

You can combine rows and columns to

make a grid of frames. The frames will [F=——=gsimpie rames—=m18
be filled from left to right, top to

bottom. This method gives you less 1 2 3
flexibility than others described in this

chapter.

<frameset rows="*,6*"

cols="25%,50%,25%">
<frame src="1.html"> 4 5 6
<frame src="2.html">
<frame src="3.html">
<frame src="4.html">
<frame src="5.html"> s 2
<frame src="6.html">

</frameset>
\ J

Setting Up a Frameset Document

The number of measurements
you provide specifies the
number of frames you'll
create.




Setting Up a Frameset Document

Frame measurements

can be specified in pixels,
percentages, or relative
values.

Figure 6. I'm designing my cookbook page to
have two rows, a narrow one at the top (50 pixels
high) for top-level navigation, and a frame that
fills the remainder of the window for content.

Frame measurements
There are three ways to specify sizes for frames:

Absolute pixel values. To make a frame a specific pixel size, enter the num-
ber of pixels after the rows or cols attribute. The frameset <frameset
rows="100,400"> creates two horizontal frames, one exactly 100 pixels
high, the other exactly 400 pixels high. If the browser window is larger
than the combined 500 pixels high, it will enlarge each frame propor-
tionally to fill the window.

Percentages. You can also specify sizes as percentages of the browser win-
dow. The frameset <frameset cols="25%,50%,25%"> creates three col-
umns: the left and right columns always take up 25% of the browser
width, and the middle column takes up 50%, regardless of how the win-
dow is resized.

Relative values. There’s another system that uses asterisks to specify relative
values. The best way to explain this is with an example. The frameset
<frameset cols="100,*"> creates two columns: the left column is exact-
ly 100 pixels wide, and the right column fills whatever portion of the
window is left. This combination of fixed width and flexible width is
one of my personal favorites.

You can also specify relative values in multiples, as in <frameset
cols="100,2*,*">, which creates a 100-pixel-wide column on the left of
the page, then the remainder of the page is divided into two frames; the
middle column is always twice the width of the right column.

That said, let’s start designing the frames for our new page. 'm going to start
with two frames, a narrow one at the top for a banner and the remainder of
the page for my content (Figure 6).

<html>
<head>
<title>From Jen's Cookbook</title>
</head>

<frameset rows="50,*">

Errom Jen's Cookbook

tSOpﬂds

</frameset>
</html>

The top
frame stays
50 pixels high
regardless of
how the
window is
resized.

@ Locs | machine zone

*@@é@

& Locs| machine zone




Setting Up a Frameset Document

Adding and nesting frames

Now I need to enter the frame information for each row. Frames are added
by inserting <frame> elements within the <frameset> (Figure 7). Within each
<frame> element, the src attribute specifies the URL of the document to load
into that frame.

f______TRYIT

<html> Exercise 1 (continued)
<head>

<title>From Jen's Cookbook</title> STEP 2: Add two rows to
</head>

the frameset as shown in
Figure 7. Save the file and
take a look in a browser. If
pages aren't showing up,
make sure that the frameset
document is saved in the same

directory as the other files.

<frameset rows="50,*">

<frame src="header.html">
<frame src="tapenade.html">

</frameset>
</html>

Figure 7. For each frame, I've added a <frame> tag that tells the browser which HTML document to display in
that frame.

Wait, I just had an idea. I'd like to take that large bottom frame and divide it
into two vertical frames. I can do this by nesting a second frameset inside my
current frameset. Nesting is done by replacing a <frame> element with a
complete frameset (a <frameset> element with its <frame> elements).

In Figure 8, I've swapped out my bottom <frame> for a <frameset> containing
two vertical frames.

f______TRV.IT

<html>

<head> 1 :
<title>From Jen's Cookbook</title> ExerCIse 1 (continued)
</head> STEP 3: Replace the bottom

Frameset Nested
Frameset

|

<frameset rows="50,*">
<frame src="header.html">
<frameset cols="150,*">

<frame src="links.html">

<frame src="tapenade.html">
</frameset>

</frameset>
</html>

Figure 8. To nest frames (fill one frame with another frameset), simply replace a <frame> with a complete
<frameset>.You can do this as many levels deep as you like. Just make sure you close your <frameset> tags

properly.

frame with a two-column
frameset as shown in Figure 8.
Save and view the frameset in

a browser.
\ _J




Setting Up a Frameset Document

I've already created the HTML documents (headerhtml, links.html, and
tapenade.html) that will be displayed in each frame. Let’s take a look at the
framed cookbook page in a browser, as it stands so far (Figure 9).
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header.html

3. Spread goat cheese on each toast round and tap with tapenade.

Back 10 the Home pase
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& oo mashine zore 7

tapenade.html

Figure 9. My framed cookbook page as it looks in the browser. Below you can see the separate HTML documents
that are held together by the frameset.

This is a good start, but I can make some adjustments to make the page less
clunky.

8 Part II: Learning HTML



Borders

The last decision I can make at the frameset level (i.e, within the <frameset>
element) is whether I want borders to appear around my frames. If you don’t
specify otherwise, frames will be divided by thick 3-D bars (as shown in
Figure 9). To control borders for the entire frameset, use the frameborder and
border attributes in the <frameset> element.*

To turn off the borders completely, making a smooth transition between
frames, simply set the border attribute to 0. This works for Netscape
Navigator and Microsoft Internet Explorer, Versions 4 and higher.

You might want to control just the thickness of the borders. If this is the case,
set frameborder to 1 (“on”) and use the border attribute to specify a pixel
thickness.

[ definitely don’t want borders around my frames, so I'm turning them off at
the frameset level (Figure 10).

We've done everything we can do with the whole frameset. Now let’s see the
kinds of things we can tweak within each frame.

<frameset rows="50,*"> |

R = Netscape: F|
<frame src="header.html"> .
<frameset cols="150,*"> mlﬂ”!
<frame src="Tinks| (e e ——————
<frame src="tapen :
</frameset> C1 APPETIZERS T
tapenade (olive H
</frameset> spread) This s a really s,
black bean phyllo ;

By default, frames are
divided by 3-D borders.

<frameset rows="50,*" border="0">

<frame src="header.html">

<frameset cols="150,*">
<frame src="links
<frame src="tapen

</frameset> - '
</frameset> a APFE"ZERS T
tapenade (ol spread) H
black bean phyllo This is @ really sirk
Setting the border to 0 purses ;
turns off the borders. L smanac chipotle salsa IN'::;REI-]-!EN‘T'?E ____________

Figure 10. Adjusting borders at the frameset level.

* The border attribute is not part of the standard HTML specification, but it works fine in the
current versions of the major browsers.

Setting Up a Frameset Document

You can choose whether to
have 3-D borders display
around your frames.

f______TRY.IT

Exercise 1 (continued)

STEP 4: Turn off the borders
for the frameset using the
border attribute. Save and
view.

L v

Chapter 12, Frames



TOOL TIP

NOTE (2007)

The software demonstrated in this Tool Tip is not the most current.
Dreamweaver is now offered by Adobe as part of Creative Suite 3. Adobe
Golive is now in version 9. Microsoft no longer offers FrontPage, in favor of
its much improved Microsoft Expression Web.

Creating a Frameset

Here's how you create a new frameset in three of the more popular authoring programs.
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Create a new document and
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Frame Appearance and Function

At the frame level (that is, within each <frame> element), you can specify
three attributes for the frame: whether it has a scrollbar, the margin width,
and whether users can resize the frame.

This doesn't seem like much, but remember, everything you see in the
frame—the background color or text alignment, for example—is part of the
HTML document that is filling the frame. The frameset document itself only
has instructions for the frame layout and functionality.

Scrolling

You control whether the frame has a scrollbar with the scrolling attribute in
the <frame> element. There are three options:

* The default value is auto, which means that scrollbars will appear only
if the content of the frame is too big to entirely fit in the window.

* If you want to make sure that a scrollbar is always available, regardless
of the content, set the scrolling value to yes.

* If you want to make sure that scrollbars never appear to clutter up your
frameset, set the value to no. Be careful with this one, particularly if your
frame contains text. If the fonts are set too large on a viewer’s browser,
there will be no way for her to access content that runs out of the frame
without a scrollbar.

On my frameset, I'd like the top frame to never scroll, because I'm just using
it for a banner (Figure 11). My other frames contain content that could poten-
tially run out of the user’s available browser space, so I'll allow them to have
scrollbars on an as-needed basis. Because scrolling is set to auto by default, T
don't need to add any markup to achieve this effect.

<frame src="header.html" scrolling="no">

Netscape: From Jen's Cookbook=—————"HH

1 APPETIZERS Tapenade (Olive Spread)

tapenade (olre spread)
black bean phyllo
purses

Thiz is @ really simple dish fo prepare and if s alwaps a huge hif af parfies.

INGREDIEMTS:

lemana iae. sundried . tnmas

Figure 11. I've removed the scrollbar from my top frame by setting the scro11ing attribute to no in the
<frame> element.

Frame Appearance and Function

[ EEEIE TR

Space for Scrollbars

When scrollbars are visible,
they take up some of the
width of the frame. So be sure
to figure in the width of a
scrollbar when calculating
frame sizes in precise pixel
measurements. On a
Macintosh, scrollbars are 15
pixels wide; on a PC, they're

12 pixels wide.
. J

Exercise 1 (continued)

STEP 5: Turn off scrolling in
the top frame as shown in
Figure 11. Save and view.




Frame Appearance and Function

Setting margins

Browsers automatically add a little space between the edge of the frame and
its contents, just as they do for a web page in the browser. You can control the

BUG ALERT margin amount inside each frame by adding extra space or setting the con-
tents flush to the frame’s edge.

Marg"!S Bug in The marginheight attribute controls the pixel width of the margin at the top
NaVIgator and bottom edges of the frame. The marginwidth attribute controls the space

There's a weird bug in on the left and right edges. Figure 12 shows examples of these attributes.
Netscape Navigator Versions
4.0 and earlier that leaves a
1-pixel margin even if the
marginheight and marginwidth

<frameset cols="*,*">
<frame src="sweetpea.html" marginheight="24" marginwidth="12">

attributes are set to 0. There's <frame src="sweetpea.html" marginheight="0" marginwidth="0">
not much you can do except </frameset> — ——
you €3 P 0 =— & margin examples—~—=0H
camouflage it with a matching - — :
Back Forward Stop Refresh Home & AutoFill Print Mail e

background color or image.
Netscape 6.0 seems to have

corrected the problem.

@Local rnaching zone | S

Figure 12. The marginheight attribute controls the amount of space between the top and bottom edges of the
frame and its contents.marginwidth controls the space on the left and right edges.

I'm going to set both margins to 0 in my top frame, to nestle my banner
graphic as close as possible into the top-left corner (Figure 13).

<frame src="header.html" scrolling="no" marginheight="0" marginwidth="0">

O From Jen's Cookbook=—"—————————FHIH

Exercise 1 (continued)

STEP 6: Set the margins to 0 in
the top frame as shown in

=
) ) 1 APPETIZERS 5] Tapenade (Olive Spread) =]
Figure 13. Save and view. tapenade folive . , , ‘ , ,
spread) This is @ really simple dish to prepare and it's alwoys @ huge hit at parties,
black bean phylla

IN NTS::

Figure 13. With marginwidth and marginheight set to 0, my graphicis positioned flush to the top-left
corner of the frame, with no extra space.




Frame Appearance and Function

Frame resizing

By default, users can resize your frames, overriding your careful size settings,
simply by clicking on and dragging the border between frames. You can pre-
vent them from doing this by plopping the noresize attribute in the <frame>
element. I'd like to make that top frame stay put, so I will add the noresize
attribute there (Figure 14). (I had to temporarily turn on my frame borders to
demonstrate the noresize trick; I'll turn them off again for the final prod-
uct.)

Netscape: Ffrom Jen's Cookbook

By default, when the frame
borders are visible, users can
drag the borders and resize
the frames.

APPETIZERS Tapenade (Olive Spread) =
tapenrade (alive
spread) This is @ really simple dish to prepare and if's always @ huge hit at parties
black bean phyllo
prss || merepiENTS:
f' m'gh'j El“p”"“uza]s“ 1 8 0z. jar sundried tonatoes fin oif)
1SR SPHng 10 Z large garlic cloves

2/3 c. Kalanata ol ives (chopped)

MAIN DISHES 1 t. capers

el salruon ||
EF I ~| | 12 02. goat cheese -

f______TRY.IT

=l | e &0 aP 2]
<frameset rows="50,*"> Exerﬂse 1 (Continued)
<frame src="header.html" noresize scrolling="no" marginheight="0" STEP 7: Add the noresize
marginwidth="0"> attribute to the top frame as
«frameset cols="150,*"> shown in Figure 14. Save and
<frame src="links.html"> ;
. ., view.
<frame src="tapenade.html"> k 4
</frameset>
</frameset> [0 =———————Netscape: From Jen's Cookboock =————FH
S .
APPETIZERS E‘ Tapenade (Qlive Spread) =
tapenads (olve
sproad) This is @ really simple dish fo prepare and i#'s alwaps @ huge hif of parties.
. . black b hyllo
To keep this from happening, ||| pues INGREDIENTS:
. hipotle sals ;
add noresize to the Fochrpmels | || b 8oz, Jor sundried comosoes i)
<frame> tag of every frame MAIN DISHES Y g S bves hepped)
0u want to preserve. Bl sl .
Y P b e e B o ant st sy
Sl fresh basil & olives to garnish
sauce N INSTRUCTIONS:
sance 1. Corbine toraatoes and garlie i & food processor. Blend until as
smooth as possible
SAI'ADS ~| bl el s Palea ths ke Farer +- £l 1 ~|
il s

Figure 14. Frames are resizable by default. The noresize attribute prevents this behavior.

Before you go setting all your frames to noresize, consider whether there
might be a good reason to allow resizing (such as to view more text in the
screen). In my example, users arent gaining anything by resizing that top
frame, so I restricted the ability to change it.




Dreamweaver MX

‘8006 Untitled Document (UntitledFrameset-7+)

Formatting Frames

Here's how you format individual frames in three of the more popular authoring programs.

IZEE & e [Oweavocnen | 0. @, C < (U1,

To select a frame, Alt-Click (Windows) or Shift-Option-Click
(Mac).When the frame is selected, the Properties palette will
display all the frame-level options.
X
A — Frame Name Sre htep: A littlechair com Jlists him &5 [; Borders | Default B: %
= scroll [ No T5) ¥ No Resize Border Color [
Margin Width
Margin Height =
<frameset> 673 x 433 , 1K [ 1 sec 4
GolLive 6
®0e 8 untitled.html Q
Coyout 3 7™ Source [0/ Proview /I ® O [ nspector < view G
ok While in Frames Editor view, Width : 5
place the cursor in a frame. Height Scale |8
(EmptyReferencel)
Name content
content

(EmptyReferencet)

(2]

You can then control all the frame-level
settings in the Frame Inspector. You can
also preview your HTML document
within the frame by clicking on the
Preview button.

URL |E page .htm'

S

Scrolling | Auto [

2 Resize Frame

lII Preview Frame

< |<html> <frameset> <frame>

Frame

FrontPage 2002
=loix|
e &
@oreBeor .
G e 81 oo SN e e
ews test.him* X new_page_I css Y new_page_1ht
] Bl
S %
B coo
i & e
il Open Page in New Window
S
L ==
A Font.
¥ @ Hypernk,
ot
v |
1 [Goicnl] Ao Franes B Srranes poge e, Qpredew || [l
\\ U I Josecond. 4

@ Open the frames page you want to
modify, and click the Normal tab.

@ Place the cursor in the frame to be
modified and right-click to bring upa
shortcut menu. Go to Frame Properties
and specify the settings to control the
look of the frame.

Frame Properties E Jird o3| Page Properties x|
Hame: Generall Margins | Cuskom | Language Frames |Workgroup |
Initial page: Ifila:m’cz;’Dﬂcumants and Settingsfadi Browse... Erame Spacing: El j
Frame size v show Borders

widkh: 150 j |

Roaow height: 1 ﬂ Relative VI
Margins

Width: iz 4

Heigh: 6 =
Options

¥ Resizable in browser Frames Page...

Show scrollbars: If Meeded -

® To set the border, click the Frames Page
button (this window can also be accessed
from File — Properties — Frames tab).




Targeting Frames

Now that you've gotten the hang of setting up framed documents, it’s time to
tackle one last aspect of frames: making sure linked documents load into the
correct frame.

When you click on a link in an ordinary browser window, the new page
replaces the current one in the browser window. The same thing happens by
default within a frame. When you click on a link in a frame, the linked
document will load in that same frame (after all, a frame is just a mini—
browser window).

In many cases, however, you want the linked document to load in a different
frame, such as when you have a list of links in one frame and your content
in another. In these instances, you need to tell the link which frame to use—
in other words, you need to target a specific frame.

Naming the frame

Before you can target a frame, you need to give it a name using the name
attribute in the <frame> element @ (Figure 15, following page). Id like to load
my content documents into the main frame on the page, so I've given that
frame the name “main”

<frame src="salmon.html" name="main">

Targeting the frame

Now I can point to that frame from any link @. My left frame contains a
document (links.html) with a list of links. Within [links.html, 1 add the
target attribute to each of my links and set the value to “main” When some-
one clicks on that link, the browser will load the new document in the frame
called “main”:

<a href="risotto.html" target="main">wild mushroom risotto</a><br>

Reserved target names

There are four standardized target names for specific targeting actions. Note
that they all begin with an underscore (_). You should avoid giving frames
names that begin with an underscore because they will be ignored by the
browser. The reserved target names are:

_top
When you set the target to _top, the new document is loaded in the top
level of the browser window, replacing all the frames with a single win-
dow. A document that is linked using target="_top" breaks out of its
frameset and is displayed in the full browser window.

Targeting Frames

Setting the Target
for a Whole Document

If you want all the links on a page to
point to the same window, you can
specify the target in the header of
the document using the <base>
element, as follows:

<head>

<base target="main">

</head>
With this specification in the head of
the document, all the links on that
page will automatically load in the
“main” frame (unless specified
otherwise in the link). This technique
saves extra typing and keeps the file
size down.




Targeting Frames

<frameset rows="50,*" border="0">
<frame src="header.html" scrolling="no" marginheight="0" marginwidth="0">

<frameset cols="150,*">
<frame src="links.html" name="links" >

<frame src="salmon.htmil" name="main" > © First, give the frame a name
</frameset> N 50 you can refer to it later.
</frameset> A
jenscookbook.html
________________ R
<p>
<img src="graphics/maindishes.gif" alt="Main Dishes"><br>
<a href="salmon.html" target="main">garlic salmon</a><br>
<a href="risotto.html" target="main">wild mushroom risotto<

<a href="blackbean.html" target="main">fish in black bean sauce</a><br>
<a href="clamsauce.html" target="main">linguini with clam sauce</a><br>
</p>

links.html

@ Then, in the html document that

contains the link, use the target

. . Netscape: From Jen's Cookbook
attribute in the anchor tag (<a>) "
to call the frame by name.
1 APPETIZERS Garlic salmon
tapenade (olive spread)
Hlack hean phylla The marinade is the secref fo this dish. Make sure not fo overcook the salmon. I like fo serve mine while if's sl dark pink inside.
purses
xeangp chipotle sasa INGREDIENTS:
D M,AIN UIEHES i iy iallle 4-6 cloves garlic fminced)
1/4 ki F
. £+ MA Pick - cup sake or sherry
marlic salinon {5 i salmon.html in“main” frame %
1’:"]..|.d mus}ml:lm 1130t fish in bilack bean sance PEPPE
f.ish mblﬂj:k bEﬂIL aa limguird with clarm sauce 4 salmon Fillet servingst-6ea each) salmon.html
: S . ] AT .| :
7 Wlth B d asmSnADl_o,:‘ESsalad INSTRUCTIONS
r—— —— 1. Combine marinade ingrechients. Toss salmon in marinace and let sit, covered, for 20 to 30 minutes.
E;snl\landhean salad 2. Broil salmon until golden on the outside, yet still moist inside.
. . chickpea and celery
NOW, When auser C|ICkS on that I|nk, salad 3. Serve with wasabi. Stir-fried snow-peas make a nice side dish.
the linked document will open in - SOUPS
the specified frame. garlic soup Buck 10 the Home Page
com bisgue
celery shoimp bisque
french onion soup
= | |

Figure 15. Naming a frame allows you to target
your links to a specific frame.




_parent
This target name causes the linked document to load into the parent
frame (the frameset that is one step up in the nested frame hierarchy).
This causes some breaking out as well, but only to the next frame
level.

self
This causes the document to load in the same frame. Since this action is
the default for all frames, you generally don't need to specify it. However,
it might be useful if you need to override a target set with the <base>
element introduced earlier.

blank

Alink with target="_blank" opens a new browser window to display the
linked document. This is not necessarily a frame-related value—you can
use it from any web page. Bear in mind, however, that each time a link
that targets _blank is clicked, the browser launches a new window, poten-
tally leaving the user with a mess of open browser windows. By contrast,
when a target window is given a specific name (such as sample or new), it
will be reused by all links that specify that name.

I'm going to need to take advantage of the _top value in my documents. The
top frame contains a graphic link to the home page. If I leave it as it is, the
home page will load in that little sliver of a frame. To break out of the frames
and get back to a normal browser window, I'll target the top level in that link
(Figure 16).

<a href="index.html" target="_top"><img src="graphics/jk-home.gif"
border="0" alt="HOME"></a>

header.html

Garlic almon

marinade i the secrat to his dish. Make suve not to overcool: the salmon. Tlke fo serve mine while s sl dark pink inside.

aaaaa

Netscape: Jen’s Kitch

elcome to my kitchen! Peopls who know me know that | love to cook. Ive created this site to share some of my
favarite recipes and anline food resaurces. Bon Appetit!

© FROM JEN'S COOKBOOK =

tapenad: d

pyrisht ® 2000, Jennifer iderst

& [

Figure 16. The top target value makes the home page break out of the frames and load in the top level of the
browser window.

Targeting Frames

TIP

Linking between frames can be
tricky. Pay attention to what
you're doing and test all of your
links in a browser to make sure
theyre behaving the way you
intend.

f______TRY.IT

Exercise 1 (continued)

STEP 8: Name each of
the frames as shown in
Figure 15.

STEP 9: Set the appropriate
targets for the links so the
frameset functions properly:

e |n header.html, make sure
that the home graphic
links to the top level of
the browser window
(Figure 16).

e In links.html, use the
<base> element in the
<head> of the document to
make all of the links on the
page link to the main
window.

Save and view the frameset in
the browser. Test the links to
be sure that they load in the
proper frames (a few recipe
files have been provided for
testing). Be sure the links back
to the home page on each
recipe page load in the top
frame.

Note that this is only an
exercise and not a fully
designed and functioning site.
In the files provided there is
no way to get back to the
frameset from the sample
Lhome page document.

v

©



Content for Users Without Frames

Content for Users Without Frames

The last thing you should add to your frameset document is some content
that will display for users without frames-enabled browsers. This benefits
users who have older browsers (or text-only browsers) that don't support

noframes content prevents
your framed document from

becoming a dead end to frames, as well as users who have turned off frames support in their browser
search engines and users preferences. You place your alternative content between <noframes> tags.
without frames-enabled

Many people simply use a message such as “You need a frames-enabled
browser to view this page.” While this is acceptable, it is preferable to put a
full page of content, including links to deeper pages of your site, within the

m <noframes> tags. For one thing, this provides actual content and navigation
to users who are using non-frames-enabled browsers (they may be using

browsers.

Exercise 1 (continued) them for a good reason). In addition, it gives major search engines something
STEP 10: Add minimal to index on your page as well as access to content linked to that page. If there
<noframes> content to the are only frameset and frame tags on the page, the page will be ignored.

frameset document. Make . . .
sure that it is useful for users Between the <noframes> tags, add everything you would put in an ordinary

\who don't have frames. D non-framed document. This includes the <body> tag with its attributes for
setting background tiles and colors. Figure 17 shows the <noframes> content
I've provided for my “From Jen's Cookbook” frameset.

<html>
<head>
<title>From Jen's Cookbook</title>
</head>
<frameset rows="50,*" border="0" frameborder="0" frameborder="no">
<frame src="header.html" marginwidth="0" marginheight="0" scrolling="no">
<frameset cols="150,*">
<frame src="links.html">
<frame src="tapenade.html" name="main">

</frameset> O &Z From Jen's Cookbook =l
</frameset> 1=
<noframes>
<b0dy background="graphics/bkgd-grid .gif“) [MOTE: This page is best viewed with a frames-enabled browser.]
<center> el stk SRR
<img src="graphics/jensbook.gif"> 01 APPETIZERS
<p>[NOTE: This page is best viewed with a frames-enabled browse fapet icle sarad)
<P> :ncan :a;hi otl; sauk:es
<img src="graphics/appetizers.gif" alt="Appetizers"><br> fresh sprine rolic
<a href="tapenade.html" target="main">tapenade (olive spread)</ 23 MAIN DISHES
<a href="purses.html" target="main">black bean phyllo purses</a sl
<a href="mangosalsa.html" target="main">mango chipotle salsa</a fish in black bean sauce
|_<a hraf-lcariaarall him]" target="main">fresh spring rolls</a> T
_____________________________________ O SALADS =l
"""""""""""""""""" (B Looal mashine zone 7

Figure 17. The content I've provided within
<noframes> tags will appear in any browser that
does not support frames. My "noframes" content
provides similar functionality and a similar look to
the framed document.

)




Test Yourself

Test Yourself

Answers to these frames questions can be found in the Appendix.

1. What makes frameset documents different from all other HTML
documents?

2. What are the disadvantages of frames that have made them unpopular
in the the industry?

3. In the space on the right, sketch the frameset that results from the
following code:

a. <frameset cols="*,* *">

b. <frameset rows="*,3*">

c. <frameset rows="*,*" cols="50%,50%">

4. How do you make a linked document appear in the top level of the
browser, instead of within the frame?

5. Write the code for the frameset shown in Figure 18. Place a document called ; =
empty.html in each frame. Your column and row measurements can be
approximate.

Figure 18. A simple frameset.




HTML Review: Frame Tags

HTML Review: Frame Elements

The following is a summary of the elements and attributes we covered in this

chapter:

Tag and attributes Function

<frameset> Indicates the body of a framed document
border="number" Border thickness in pixels when border is on
cols="measurements" Number of columns (vertical frames)
frameborder="1[0" Specifies whether borders appear between the

frames (1 is yes; 0 is no)

rows="measurements" Number of rows (horizontal frames)

<frame> Adds a frame to a framed document
marginwidth="number" Pixel space held on the left edge of the frame
marginheight="number" Pixel space held on the top edge of the frame
name="text" Name of the frame (for targeting)
scrolling="yes|nolauto"  Specifies whether scrollbars appear in the frame
src="url" Name of the file to load in the frame

<noframes> Content that will display in a non-frames browser

&)



